
S A L L Y  G O O D S I R
C U R A T O R  O F  D E C O R A T I V E  A R T S ,

R O Y A L  C O L L E C T I O N  T R U S T  

WHY DID I  VOLUNTEER AT
WESTON PARK?  

The whole  team were incred ib ly
welcoming  and i t  conso l idated my wish

to work wi th  a  h i s tor ic  co l lect ion wi th in
a  h i s tor ic  bu i ld ing .  

I  l i ked that  the re la t i ve ly  sma l l  s ta f f
meant  work ing  a longs ide a  var ie ty  of

d i f ferent  jobs  inc lud ing  the gardeners ,
the  event  and cater ing  s ta f f ,  house

maintenance ,  and house gu ides !  That  i s
someth ing  which  resonated wi th  me.

 I  s t i l l  rea l l y  en joy  work ing  a longs ide
people  wi th  ent i re ly  d i f ferent  sk i l l  sets

but  wi th  the same  pass ion for  a
bu i ld ing  or  a  purpose .

 Weston ’ s  d iverse  event  programme
means  the co l lect ion and house are  very

much s t i l l  work ing ,  we lcoming  peop le
jus t  as  they  were in tended to  when
newly-bu i l t  three hundred and f i f ty

years  ago ,  someth ing  I  see  every  day  in
the roya l  res idences !

 

CURATORIAL VOLUNTEER 
2008 -2009

In  2008-09 I  was  between un ivers i ty
courses  and contacted Weston Park  as
I  was  keen to  expand my curator ia l  and

co l lect ions  exper ience .

 I  vo lunteered at  Weston Park  wi th  the
Curator  and Head of  Learn ing ,  Gareth

Wi l l i ams ,  who has  cont inued to  be a
great  a l l y  and support  to  me.  

The Rose Paterson Ga l lery  was  newly-
opened and i t  was  in terest ing  to  see

the d i f ferent  types  of  d i sp lay  between
the house and the ga l lery  set t ing .  

Gareth  set  me a  task  to  cross -
reference h i s tor ic  co l lect ion

inventor ies  between the Br idgeman
fami ly  res idences ,  thus  add ing  to  the
provenance of  p ic tures  and works  of
ar t  wh ich  today  remain  in  the care  of

the Weston Park  Foundat ion and g iv ing
me a  wonderfu l  opportun i ty  for

research ,  network ing ,  arch iva l  v i s i t s ,
and the product ion of  a  tang ib le

document  of  long- term benef i t  to  the
Foundat ion .  

 



FORMER WESTON PARK 
GARDEN VOLUNTEER 

WHY DID I  VOLUNTEER AT
WESTON PARK?  

A D V O L L Y  R I C H M O N D
G A R D E N  &  S O C I A L  H I S T O R I A N ,
A U T H O R  A N D  B R O A D C A S T E R  

I  was  once to ld  that ,  one of  the greatest
g i f t s  you cou ld  g ive  anyone was  your

t ime and vo lunteer ing  does  come wi th
i t s  own rewards .

 

I  was  in  the midd le  of  wr i t ing  a
d i s sertat ion for  my MA in  Garden

His tory  a t  Br i s to l  Un ivers i ty .  I  found i t
ra ther  therapeut ic  to  jus t  weed ,  dead-
head and prune around the gardens  in
the company of  the other  gardeners .
My days  vo lunteer ing  a t  Weston Park
enab led me to formulate  my thoughts

around my work ,  wh i l s t  remov ing
myse l f  f rom my desk .  The gardens  were

such a  peacefu l  space .
 

I  th ink  learn ing  about  the h i s tory  of
Weston Park  and i t s  inhab i tants  over

the centur ies  ga lvan i sed my interest  in
soc ia l  h i s tory .  

Some of  my best  moments  were the
breaks  in  the ‘bothy ’  w i th  my fe l low

gardeners  who taught  me a  great  dea l
about  the p lants ,  p lant ing  and

landscape .
 



WHY DID I  VOLUNTEER AT
WESTON PARK?  

CURRENT WESTON PARK
VOLUNTEER

S A M U E L  W I L L I A M S
C U R R E N T  W E S T O N  P A R K

V O L U N T E E R  

I  am a  vo lunteer  in  the l ibrary  current ly
cata logu ing  the co l lect ion for  up load to
J ISC.  The pro ject  i s  very  exc i t ing  wi th
the opportun i ty  to  hand le  and engage

with  rare  and ant ique books .

 As  someone wi th  a  spec ia l  in terest  in
e ighteenth century  texts  the pro ject
has  been h igh ly  reward ing  to  browse
and read texts  of  the era ;  however ,
d i scover ing  a  much wider   var ie ty  of

i tems has  opened up my hor izons .
Be ing  ab le  to  work in  a  beaut i fu l  and

cu l tured env ironment  i s  enr ich ing ,
educat iona l  and has  certa in ly  benef i ted

my menta l  hea l th .  

Above a l l  complet ing  the groundwork
to ass i s t  researchers  in  access ing  the
treasures  the l ibrary  conta ins  i s  very

fu l f i l l i ng .  
 
 

I f  you 're  ever  th ink ing  of  vo lunteer ing
in  her i tage ,  whether  i t ' s  to  s tar t  a
career  or  as  a  fun act iv i ty  I  wou ld

strong ly  recommend i t .  I t ' s  easy  to  fee l
insp i red by  the many in terest ing  and

beaut i fu l  ob jects  around when work ing
in  a  h i s tor ic  env i ronment  and i t  w i l l
certa in ly  leave you fee l ing  cu l tura l l y
r i cher .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank Gareth ,

A l i son and the team for  the
opportun i ty .  

Volunteer ing  a t  Weston my conf idence
in  hand l ing  ar tefacts ,  a ssess ing  the i r

cond i t ion and car ing  for  them has  grown
exponent ia l l y .  The team i s  a lways  happy

to show me how th ings  work ,  such as
the c lean ing ,  documentat ion and

conservat ion of  i tems which  has  g iven
me a  va luab le  educat ion in  ar tefact

conservat ion .  

Cata logu ing  the l ibrary  co l lect ion has
honed my organ i sa t ion sk i l l s  and ab i l i t y

to  use  exce l  for  data  process ing .
Operat ing  in  a  f r iend ly  workspace
with in  a  team has  a l so  boosted my

persona l  conf idence and ab i l i t y  to  work
a longs ide others .  I  am very  gratefu l  for
the sk i l l s  I  have been deve lop ing  f rom
th i s  opportun i ty  and as  someone who

hopes  to  pursue a  career  in  curatorsh ip
and co l lect ions  management  I  fee l  i t  has
g iven me s trong foundat ions  for  career

deve lopment .  
 


